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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fraser US Patent 5,664,1 1 5 in view of an article Coldwell Banker Changes How 
Consumers Work With Realtors and How They Access Online Information About the 
Housing Market. 

Regarding claim 1, Fraser teaches method and an integrated property database 
and search engine for matching properties with buyers. Fraser teaches host system 
[Fraser, abstract] with the capability of incorporating 

a master database that includes a property for sale database and a buyer's 
database [Fraser, Fig. 2, 3, and disclosure associated with the figures]; 

Fraser does not explicitly teach a means for generating and transmitting a 
plurality of requests to the buyers for ascertaining information to be contained in the 
buyers database. However, Fraser teaches Buyer database which stores information 
related to buyer. This clearly shows that Fraser implicitly teach a means for generating 
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and transmitting a plurality of requests to the buyers for ascertaining information to be 
contained in the buyers database. ColdwellBanker teaches Personal Retriever system 
and method which registers buyers by collecting buyer specific information, their house 
location, price range etc. [ColdwellBanker, page 2, para 2], to be able to automatically 
notify their users when a new listing comes to market. 

Therefore, at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Fraser by adopting teachings of ColdwellBanker and gather 
buyer information to be able to automatically notify their clients when a new listing 
comes to market. 

Fraser in view of ColdwellBanker teaches: 

the property for sale database which has the capability for storing real estate 
information like property definition fields, the property definition fields including a 
property identification, a property location, and a property price [Fraser, Fig. 4c and 
disclosure associated with the Figure]; 

the buyers database which has the capability for storing information like plurality 
of buyers definition fields, the plurality of buyers definition fields including a buyer's 
identification, a location of interest, and an offer price [Fraser, Fig. 4b and disclosure 
associated with the Figure]; 

a means for generating and transmitting a plurality of requests to the buyers for 
ascertaining information to be contained in the buyers database [Fraser, Fig. 8b and 
disclosure associated with the Figure]; 



Application/Control Number: 10/608,289 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3629 

a means for generating and transmitting a plurality of inquiries to the properties 
for ascertaining information to be contained in the property for sale database [Fraser, 
Fig. 6B and disclosure associated with the Figure]; 

a means for incorporating information from the plurality of requests into the 
buyers database, and for incorporating information from the plurality of inquiries into the 
property for sale database [Fraser, Fig. 8b and disclosure associated with the Figure]; 
and 

a search means for identifying properties in the property for sale database that 
have a property location within the location of interest for a buyer, and have a property 
price that is equal to or lower than the offer price [Fraser, Fig. 8b and disclosure 
associated with the Figure]. 

Regarding claim 2, Fraser in view of ColdwellBanker teaches capability wherein 
the search means is a recursive search algorithm. 

Regarding claim 3, Fraser in view of ColdwellBanker teaches capability wherein 
the means for incorporating includes a computer network and software for importing 
data from the plurality of requests and the plurality of inquiries into the master database. 

Regarding claim 4, as responded to earlier for claims 1 - 3, Fraser teaches 
method for matching properties with buyers. Fraser does not explicitly teach creating a 
buyers database. However, Fraser teaches buyer database. This clearly shows that 
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Fraser implicitly teach a means for creating a buyers database. ColdwellBanker teaches 
Personal Retriever system and method which registers buyers by collecting buyer 
specific information, their house location, price range etc. [ColdwellBanker, page 2, para 
2], to be able to automatically notify their users when a new listing comes to market. 

Therefore, at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Fraser by adopting teachings of ColdwellBanker and gather 
buyer information to be able to automatically notify their clients when a new listing 
comes to market. 

Fraser in view of ColdwellBanker teaches capability for: 

transmitting a plurality of requests to the buyers for ascertaining a preferred 
location and a preferred price range for each of the buyers [Fraser, Fig. 8b and 
disclosure associated with the Figure]; 

receiving at least some of the plurality of requests once they have been 
completed [Fraser, Fig. 8b and disclosure associated with the Figure]; 

creating a buyers database from the plurality of requests that are completed; 

transmitting a plurality of inquiries for ascertaining a sales price and a location of 
the properties [Fraser, Fig. 8b and disclosure associated with the Figure]; 

receiving at least some of the plurality of inquiries once they have been 
completed [Fraser, Fig. 8b and disclosure associated with the Figure]; 

creating a property for sale database from the plurality of inquiries [Fraser, Fig. 
8b and disclosure associated with the Figure]; and 
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identifying at least one property in the properties for sales database that has a 
location that matches the preferred location of at least one of the buyers, and that has a 
sales price equal to or less than the preferred price range of the at least one buyer 
[Fraser, Fig. 8b and disclosure associated with the Figure]. 

Regarding claim 5, Fraser in view of ColdwellBanker teaches capability for 
creating a buyer database wherein the buyer client is an investors who has a preferred 
location, a preferred price range, and a preferred type of property for each of a plurality 
of investors; and comparing the sales price, location, and type of property in the 
property for sale database with the preferred location, preferred price range, and the 
preferred type of property of the investors database to find investors that may be 
interested in financing the sale of the property. 

Regarding claim 6, Fraser in view of ColdwellBanker teaches capability for 
transmitting an investment opportunity letter to the investor (ColdwellBanker teaches 
email capability). 

Regarding claim 7, Fraser in view of ColdwellBanker teaches capability for 
receiving an acceptance from the investor. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 CFR '1.111 (c) to consider the 
references fully when responding to this office action. 

1 . Florance et al. US Publication 2002/0065739 

2. eRealty.com Continues National Expansion With Washington D.C./Baltimore Launch 

3. Plug into the MLS Series: Home & Garden 

4. Danielowski et al, European Publication EP 1022669 A2 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NARESH VIG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6810. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 7:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



March 26, 2008 



/Naresh Vig/ 
Primary Examiner, 
Art Unit 3629 



